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We were extremely fortunate to have Dr. Lewis H. Ziska, a USDA/ARS plant physiologist who specializes 
in weed science, speak March 5, 2008 at Central Library about the effects of “Climate Change”.  The title 
of his talk “Rising CO2, Warming and Plant Biology: from Mangoes to Morphine” in part concerned studies 
on plants.  Attendees heard an interesting, informative, and sobering presentation.  We learned that 
elevated CO2 levels help increase the growth of “weeds”, including invasive species, but do not affect so 
much the growth of crop plants (food security.)  Weed growth and heightened growth of invasive species 
affect forest composition and increase fire hazards.  We learned that human health will be affected by 
plants that will make more pollen of greater strength and poisonous plants that will grow faster, bigger, 
and with more toxic poisons.  For additional information please visit the three Web sites listed below. 
 
http://www.ars.usda.gov/research/programs/programs.htm?np_code=204&docid=314&page=7 
http://www.climateandfarming.org/ 
http://www.northeastclimateimpacts.org/ 

- Holly Williams, Environment Committee Chair 
 

 
Dr. Lewis H. Ziska speaking on “Plant Growth: from Mangoes to Morphine” 
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�
�
The League of Women Voters is a 
nonpartisan, political membership 

organization that encourages 
informed and active participation 

in government, 
works to increase the 

understanding of major public 
policy issues through education 

and influences public policy 
through advocacy. 

We welcome both female and 
male members. 

For more information please visit 
our national organization website 

at 
www.lwv.org 

or the LWV of Arlington website at 
www.capaccess.org/league 

 

 

 

Letter from the President 
 

Nancy Tate 
 

 
March got off to a great start for our League!  On March 5, we 
listened to an extremely interesting and sobering presentation by 
Dr. Lewis Ziska on the topic of “Rising CO2, Warming and Plant 
Biology: Mangoes to Morphine”. He is a Plant Physiologist with the 
USDA’s Agricultural Research Service, who shared his insights on 
the impact of rising carbon dioxide and global climate change on 
plants and weeds, and how that will increasingly affect all of us.  A 
summary of his remarks can be found on page one. This was a 
well-attended event, which included numerous members of the 
public. 
 
In addition to events, LWV- Arlington has been busy planning and 
distributing new materials. We will be providing copies of the 
LWVUS book, Choosing the President 2008, to all government 
teachers in Arlington high schools in April.  You can see, and 
order, the book – which recently has been called “an essential 
text” by the Library Journal – on the www.lwv.org home page. In 
addition, we continue to distribute copies of the latest VA General 
Assembly Legislative Directory, prepared by the LWV-VA 
Education Fund, to all local libraries and other locations. If you are 
interested in helping with distribution, please let me know. 
 
We are also preparing voter information packets, to be provided to 
Arlington condo associations and elsewhere throughout the 
county. Watch for more details about our plans in the voter service 
area over the next 6 months, and how you can get involved.   
 
Finally, our Annual Meeting on April 26 is fast approaching! See 
page nine for more information on the program, the guest speaker, 
and the registration form. 2008 is going to be a very active and 
exciting year for the League, and I urge you to come to this 
meeting to hear about what’s currently being planned – and to 
contribute your thoughts about activities we can undertake.  I look 
forward to seeing you there! 
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Mail your check & the reservation form below to : 

Barbara Sherrill, 4826 North 17th St., Arlington, V A  22207 
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2008 Nominating Committee Report 
League of Women Voters of Arlington, Virginia 

 
The Nominating Committee presents the following can didates for election at the 2008 Annual 
Meeting: 
 
OFFICERS:          Term Expires 

Vice President  Kristin Goss      2010* 
Treasurer   Bonnie Franklin (July to December)   20 10* 

     Sharon Simkin  (January to June)   2010* 
 
*Nominees will serve one year of two year terms. 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Membership   Joan Howe      2010 
Environment   Holly Williams     2010 
Director   Marjorie Hobart     2010 
Condo Elections  Sue Swisher      2010 

 
 
OFF-BOARD POSITIONS (to be appointed by the incoming Board) 

Action-County Board  Madeline Jervis     2009 
Action-School Board  Vacant 
Finance   Mary Finger      2009 
Public Relations  Ann Rudd      2009 

 
 
2008 NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

Chair    Joan McDermott     2009 
Elected Member  Polly  Liss      2009 
Elected Member  Margaret (Peg) Nelson    2009 

 
 
OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS CONTINUING ON BOARD 

President   Nancy Tate      2009 
Secretary   Beth Cogswell      2009 
Bulletin Editor   Susan Trice      2009 
Voters Service   Ann Garrison      2009 

 
Webmaster    Marjie Mayer (Appointed Off-Board)   Indefinite 

 
Submitted by the 2008 Nominating Committee: 
Eileen Williams, Chair 
Bonnie Franklin & Dorothy Nieweg, Elected Members 
Mileva Hartman & Barbara Sherrill, Board Appointed Members 
 



League of Women Voters of Arlington                                  5                                                             April 2008 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

2008 Program Planning Report and Recommended Action s 
 

Fourteen members were present at the Program Planning Meeting held January 22, 2008. 
Local and national positions were reviewed for updating, deleting, or restudy.   
 
LOCAL POSITIONS:  
Following discussion on each of the current local positions, it was proposed that all be retained. There was 
concern expressed that dropping a position, even if it appears “dated,” would leave the League without a 
stated position, should we need to take action in the future.   
Complete positions are online at: http://www.capaccess.org/league/3_positions.html 
 
The Board recommends retention of all current local  positions: 
 
Children’s Health    Planning, Land Use, and Transportation 
Citizen Advisory Groups   Preschool Education 
Domestic Violence    Public Library System 
Economic Development   Recreation 
Homelessness    Schools/Education 
Housing     Sources of Revenue 
 
Members identified Preschool Education  as a position that needs to be reviewed and updated in the 
coming year.  Many changes have occurred in Arlington’s preschool or early childhood programs since the 
current position was written and approved twenty years ago. We were quite visionary in supporting 
educational programs for at-risk four year olds.  Now the Virginia Preschool Initiative is a reality, but what 
other issues and concerns can be identified to continue our vision of readiness for our diverse population of 
preschoolers?    
 
The Board recommends the restudy of Preschool Educa tion.  Acceptance means members agree to 
support this local restudy effort. 
 
With regard to new studies in 2008-09, members identified several “hot” topics in the County for possible 
study.  These included: 1) “Greening,” 2) Widening of Route 66, 3) Accessory Dwellings, and 4) Eldercare.  
However, because of the lack of resources, none of these was recommended by the Board as new studies 
for the coming year. 
 
NATIONAL POSITIONS:  
There was consensus that the Arlington League support the  following proposed addition to the 
LWVUS Principles at National Convention:   
“The LWVUS believes that all powers of the U.S. government should be exercised within the constitutional 
framework of a balance among the three branches of government:  executive, legislative, and judicial.” 
 
The Board recommends no new study for 2008-09.   
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF ARLINGTON 

PROPOSED BUDGET FOR FY 2008-2009 
OPERATING FUND 

 
      Proposed 

   
FY 

2008   
FY 

2009  
DISBURSEMENTS  Budget   Budget   
        
ADMINISTRATION       
   President/Board  200   200  
   Bulletin   2200   1750  
   Units   100   100  
   Fees and dues  75   75  
   Fundraising  100   100  
   Membership  400   150  
   Study committees  50   50  
   Telephone  300   300  
   Annual meeting  800   800  
        
Total Administration 4225    3525  
        
DELEGATES AND TRAVEL      
   National convention 3000    1500 to reserves 
   State convention  300   700  
   NCA convention  90   90  
   Workshops  100   100  
        
Total Delegates and Travel 3490    2390  
        
AFFILIATIONS        
   LWV-US   2044    2092 Per Member Payment of $28.00 
   LWV-VA  1245     1185 Per Member Payment of $15.00 
   LWV-NCA  66    86 Per Member Payment of $1.00 
          
Total Affiliations  3355   3363  
        
COMMUNITY SERVICE      
   Voters' Service  100   1000  
   Education on issues 1000   200   
        
Total Community Service 1100    1200  
        
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS 12170    10478  
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       Proposed   

   
FY 

2008   FY 2009  
RECEIPTS  Budget   Budget  
        
DUES   4200   4200  
         
MEMBER CONTRIBUTIONS 1000   1000  
        
FUND-RAISING       
   Condo Elections  2300   1300  
   Other Fund-raising  400   500  
        
ANNUAL MEETING 
RECEIPTS 800   800  
        
INTEREST  100   100  
        
FROM ED FUND          
        for Community Service 1000   1200  
        for PMPs  820   1000  
        
FROM RESERVES         
       for National Convention 1000   0  
       Other  550   378  
        
TOTAL RECEIPTS  12170   10478  
        

 
We do not propose an increase in the dues amount fo r the coming year. 
 
Budget Committee: 
Sue Swisher, Darlene Mickey, Joan Howe and Nancy Ta te ex officio 
 
For your information  
 
Funds on deposit with the LWV Education Fund: 
 Balance Forward 7/1/2007   5126  
    Member contributions (estimated)  225  
    Less:  withdrawals (estimated)  -1412  
        
 Anticipated Balance on hand 6/30/2008  3939  
        
    Anticipated Contributions   350  
    Less: used for Community Service  -1200  
             used for PMPs   -1000  
        
 Anticipated Balance on hand 6/30/2009  2089  
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Calendar for 2008 
 
 All general meetings are at 7:00 p.m. unless otherwise noted.   Board Meetings are either the third Monday or 
Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m.  The schedule is as follows.  Please note some dates have changed. 

  
April 12:  LWV-NCA “Eleanor Roosevelt” walking/bus tour with Beth Cogswell.  Meet at DAR Hall on  

17th Street, NW, at 10:00 a.m.  Tour finishes at 4:00 p.m. Price $50.00 per person.  Lunch included. 
April 26:  LWV of Arlington  Annual Meeting at the Sheraton National Hotel, 900 S. Orme St. featuring 

Mike Nardolilli , President, Northern Virginia Conservation Trust and Chairman, Arlington Outdoor 
Education Association speaking on “Saving Nearby Nature.” 

April 26:  Board Meeting immediately after the Annual Meeting 
 
May 3 LWV-VA Council  in Charlottesville, VA 
May 17:  NCA Annual Meeting , Jurys Hotel in Washington, DC 
June 13 – June 17:  LWVUS Convention  in Portland, OR 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

League of Women Voters of the National Capital 
Area (LWVNCA) 

Annual Meeting 
Saturday, May 17, 2008        9:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

Jurys Hotel, Westbury Ballroom        1500 New Hampshire Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20036 

 
Agenda:   Registration is at 9:30.  Seated, served Breakfast is at 9:45.   We will have an outstanding Guest 
Speaker (TBA) plus Q&A and our Annual Business Meeting.  Adjournment will be approximately 1:00 p.m. 
Cost:  $35. 
Transportation:  Hotel is located on DuPont Circle. If taking Metro, get off at Red Line’s DuPont Metro Stop 
and take North Exit.  Walk to the right about 30 steps to traffic light on Connecticut Avenue.  Cross avenue and 
walk right one block to DuPont Circle.  Jurys Hotel is next left on circle.  If driving, carpools are suggested.  
Street parking in area is available on Saturday morning.  Good valet parking costing $16.60 ($15. + tax) is 
available from Jurys Hotel. 
RSVP to andreagruhl@aol.com signifying intent to attend.  Make check payable to LWVNCA. Mail check with 
completed registration form (below ) by May 10  to:  Andrea Gruhl, 5990 Jacob’s Ladder, Columbia, MD  
21045-3817.    Questions?  301-596-5460. 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~(Cut & mail)~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Registration for LWVNCA Annual Meeting, Sat., May 17, 2008 
 
Name:________________________________________ 
Street Address: __________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Telephone:_____________________________________ 
Email: _________________________________________ 
League:________________________________________ 
Delegate? Circle “Yes” or “No.” 
Make check for $35 payable to LWVNCA.  Mail form and check by May 10 to: 
Andrea Gruhl, 5990 Jacob’s Ladder, Columbia, MD 21045-3817  
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LWV of Arlington Annual Meeting & Breakfast 

 
Saturday, April 26, 2008 - Sheraton National Hotel 

900 South Orme Street (near Washington Blvd. & Columbia Pike) 
Breakfast 9:30 AM – Followed by Meeting till 12:00 noon 

 
Featured Guest Speaker 

Mike Nardolilli, President, Northern Virginia Conservation Trust and 
Chairman, AOEA (Arlington Outdoor Education Association) 

“Saving Nearby Nature” 
 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 

 
Annual Meeting Registration & Donation Form 

 
Name(s) _______________________________________________________________ 

 
Address _______________________________________________________________ 

 
Phone ______________________________ Email _____________________________ 

 
Please reserve breakfast for ______ people @ $30 each   $__________ 
 

I would like to pay my dues at this time (For July 1, 2008 thru June 30, 2009)  

Dues at $50 for Individual Membership    $__________ 
(Please make your check to “LWV of Arlington.”) 

 
Dues at $75 for Household Membership    $__________ 
(Two members at same address) 

  
I would like to make an additional donation to LWV-Arlington  $__________ 

 
I would like to make a tax-deductible donation to LWV-Arlington  $__________ 
(Make a separate check payable to LWV-Education Fund) 

  

I would like to make a tax-deductible donation to the Scholarship Fund $__________ 
(Make a separate check payable to LWV Torill Floyd Scholarship Fund) 

 

        Total Included  $__________ 
 

Please return this form BY APRIL 10 th with check(s) to 
League of Women Voters of Arlington 

Attn:  Annual Meeting 
P.O. Box 100577 

Arlington, VA 22210 
 
The League is an advocacy organization.  Dues and contributions to the LWV are not deductible as a personal or business expense for 
tax purposes.  For tax-deductible contributions, please make a separate check payable to the LWV Education Fund and/or LWV Torill 

Floyd Scholarship Fund. 
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April 26, 2008 at 9:30 AM  
LWV of Arlington Breakfast and Annual Meeting 

at Sheraton National Hotel, 900 S. Orme St. (near C olumbia Pike & Washington Blvd.) 
featuring presentation of 

 LWV’sTorill Floyd Scholarship and 
Mike Nardolilli 

President, Northern Virginia Conservation Trust and  Chairman, Arlington Outdoor 
Education Association speaking about 

“Saving Nearby Nature.” 
 


